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WATER DEFICIENCY DECLARATIONS 

465. Mrs R.M.J. CLARKE to the Minister for Water: 
I refer to the tough start to the season that some of our farmers and farming businesses are experiencing due to low 
rainfall. Can the minister advise the house how the McGowan Labor government is supporting those farmers 
whose businesses have been adversely affected by the current dry season? 

Mr D.J. KELLY replied: 
I thank the member for the question. Despite the recent rains, it is worth remembering that the rains have not yet 
arrived in some parts of the state. There are currently three water deficiency declarations in place—one in the 
Shire of Kent, one in the Shire of Ravensthorpe and one in the Shire of Lake Grace. The Water Corporation is 
currently carting water to those locations to assist with animal welfare issues. I am pleased also to say that the 
Water Corporation and the Department of Water and Environmental Regulation are actually working together to 
put in place new additional sources of water. Half a million dollars has been spent over the dry season to upgrade 
a number of sources. A number have been completed, including upgrades to the Mount Short dam, Hamilton’s 
dam, Chinocup dam in the Shire of Kent, Tommy dam, 14-mile dam, Cuffys dam and Mt Madden bore in the 
Shire of Lake Grace. We are not just carting water; we are doing a lot to maintain and increase the number of new 
water sources. Members will be interested though that in the course of doing this work, it was brought to my 
attention that the Water Corporation was sending quite threatening letters to farmers who were having trouble 
paying their water bills. I have one of these letters here, which was sent out in May this year, headed “Notice of 
Restriction of Supply: Do not Ignore this Notice” and states — 

Dear Customer 

Your account in the amount of $XXXXX is overdue and the water supply to your property will now be 
restricted. This means that your flow of water will be reduced from approximately 180 litres per minute 
to 2.3 litres per minute.… 

The RSPCA will be notified of the reduced flow rate and they will need to determine if the flow of water 
is sufficient for the animals to remain on the property. 

Here was the Water Corporation sending threatening letters to farmers who had not been able to pay their bills and 
using the RSPCA as a threat. As soon as I found out the Water Corporation was doing that, the same day, I put 
a stop to it. I put a stop to it that same day. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr D.J. KELLY: I discovered that, throughout the whole period of the Barnett Liberal–National government, it 
was using those letters. Under the watch of the Minister for Water, the member for Nedlands; the member for 
Warren–Blackwood, when he was Minister for Water and when the Leader of the National Party was the Minister 
for Water, the Water Corporation was sending those threatening letters to farmers. 

As a result of my action, the RSPCA tweeted — 

RSPCA WA was not aware, and does not support being used as a threat by @WaterCorpWA against 
farmers experiencing hardship. We’re here to assist farmers with their animals in hard times. 

The RSPCA then followed that tweet up with a letter to me and that letter, received on 7 June, states in part — 

RSPCA WA does not support being used to threaten farmers experiencing hardship. Our role includes 
assisting farmers with their animals in hard times. 

I would like to thank you for acting promptly to ensure the Water Corporation ceases this practice. 

It is signed by Lynne Bradshaw. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr D.J. KELLY: Trevor Whittington from Farmers WA, who members opposite will know, tweeted — 

Good to see the Minister for Water swung into action so promptly. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr D.J. KELLY: His actions are noted — 

Mr V.A. Catania: Sit down now. 
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The SPEAKER: Members! You can sit down now, member for North West Central. I call you to order for the 
first time. 
Mr D.J. KELLY: He continues — 

His actions are noted and applauded by WA farmers. 
I acted promptly as soon as I knew that those letters were being sent out. 
Ms M.J. Davies interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Leader of the National Party, I call you to order for the second time. 
Mr D.J. KELLY: I find it incredible that the current Leader of the National Party, who was Minister for Water 
during the period all those letters were sent to farmers, and the other two Ministers for Water, on their watch, were 
sending threatening letters to farmers, threatening in a sense to have their animals taken off their properties. I think 
that is disgusting. On this side of the house, we put a stop to it. 
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